
SOCIAL STUDIES

SHOCKWAVE

SHOCKER

Fluency 
•	 Explain that the book is presented in two different ways – using both  
	 expository text and interview format. Choose a typical spread and  
	 demonstrate how each section could sound when read aloud. Have two  
	 children read the interview, taking the parts of Fossett and the interviewer.  
	 Discuss the contrast between the interview voices and the more even  
	 modulation used for the expository sections. 
•	 Invite the children to practise reading different parts until they are comfortable  
	 switching between text types.

Comprehension
		 Encourage the children to think about Steve Fossett’s adventures and answer  
	 the following:

	 1.  Which was the most dangerous adventure? Why?
	 2.  Which adventure showed the most determination? Why?
	 3.  Which adventure do you think Fossett is most proud of? Why? 

     The children may have different answers but they should be able to justify their  
     choices, making reference to the text. Encourage discussion.

Vocabulary and Language
	 Re-read the Word Stunner on page 4. Then tell the children to think of  
	 words using the following suffixes that indicate a job or profession. 

Aftershocks

Writing
	 Invite the children to write about a daring adventure they would like to  
	 try. In their response, encourage them to address the following:

	 –  details of the adventure
	 –  why they chose it
	 –  preparation required
	 –  equipment needed
	 –  safety considerations.

-er -or -ian -ist

teacher doctor musician physicist

Synopsis
Racing on the Wind highlights the record-breaking  
feats of the adventurer Steve Fossett. It features an  
interview that runs throughout the book, alongside a  
recount of Fossett’s major attempts – successful and unsuccessful.

Vocabulary Development
Read and discuss the high-powered 
words on page 4 prior to reading  
the book. 
The high-powered words for this 
book are: 
aviator, forecast, hot-air balloon,  
jet stream, meteorology, satellite.

Before Reading – Get on the Wavelength
•	 Tell the children to read the title and view the front  
	 and inside cover photographs. Invite them to read  
	 and discuss the questions on the back cover.  
	 Ask: Why do people want to set records?  
		   Can anyone become a record setter?  
	 Encourage the children to support their  
	 answers with specific examples. 
•	 Discuss the entries on the Contents page.  
	 Invite the children to state the nature of each  
	 of the challenges suggested by the headings. 
	 Ask the children to search for and discuss  
	 the Shockers. 

Teacher Notes
Jolt your children into content-area reading success!

Reading Assessment Focus
Deduce, infer or interpret information, 
events or ideas from texts: 
• �make appropriate inferences about 

Fossett’s response to failure.
Explain and comment on the writer’s  
use of language, including grammatical 
and literary features at word and 
sentence level: 
• �comment on the impact of using 

expository text interspersed with 
interview extracts. 

In a dog sled race, the dogs  have to respect the human as the “lead dog”. Fossett had trouble with one of his dogs,  so he got down on all fours. He stared the dog down, then  bit its ear! After that, the  dog obeyed Fossett.
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